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Fros: Gosmanding OFficer, USS BROOKE (FFG-1)

Toi  Chief of Naval Operacions OP-05D2

Subj: USS BROOKE (FFG-1) Commend History

Ref:  (a) OPNAVINST 5750.123 -

Encl: (1) USS BROOKE (FFG-1) Command History for 1976

1. In accordance with reference (a) enclosure (1) is sibmitted.

Ry gEuiER
Copy to:
Director of Naval History (OP-0939)
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01 JAN - 09 NOV ROBERT L. FREEHILL, CDR, USK

09 NOV - 31 DEC STANLEY J. PRYZBY, LCDR, USN

II.  CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS FOR 1976

o1 aax - 03 TNPORT KAOHSIUNG, TATVAN
04 JAN - 06 ENROUTE KAOHSIUNG TO GUAM, M.T.
07 34w - 13 INPORT GUAN
16 3% - 27 U/W SPECTAL oS
28 Ja¥ - 13 INPORT GUAM
16 ¥EB - 23 ENROUTE GUAM TO PEARL HARBOR, HI.
25 FEB - 26 INPORT PEARL HARBOR
26 ¥E3 - 02 ENROUTE PEARL NARDOR TO SAN DIEGO, CA
03 MAR - 01 TNPORT SAN DIEGO, CA.
02 PR - 04 U/W SOGAL OPAREAS (PLANE GUARD USS ENTERPRISE)
05 ATk - 06 TNPORT SEAL BEACH, CA.
06 /W SOCAL OPAREAS (ISE)
07 APR - 02 INPORT SAN DIEGO, Ch.
03 AUG - 04 U/W SOCAL OPAREAS (ISE)
03 AUG - 06 INPORT SAX DIEGO, CA.
07 U/W SOCAL OPAREAS (ISE)
08 avG - 23 TNPORT SAN DIEGO, CA.
24 U/W SOCAL OPAREAS (ISE)
25 s5p - 04 TNPORT SAN DIEGO, CA.
05 oct - 06 U/W SOCAL OPAREAS (ASAC 55)
07 INPORT SAN DIEGO, CA.
08 ot - 10 -U/W SOCAL OPAREAS (PLANE GUARD USS RANGER)
11 INPORT SAN DIEGO, CA.
12 ocr - 14 U/W SOCAL OPAREAS(PLANE GUARD USS CONSTELLATTON)
14 ocr - 15 ~INPORT SN DIEGO, CA.
15 oct - 22 ~U/W SOCAL(READIZX 1-77)

22 001 - 31

~INPORT SAN DIEGO, CA.
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The first day of the New Year was spent import in Kaohsiung,
Tatwan, in the sixth month of o WESTPAC deployment. After a brief
respite here for the holidays BROOKE was again underway independently
bound for Cuam, Mariana Islands and arrived there on 6 January 1976.
A week was spent inport Guam making preparations for special opera-
tions and BROOKE was undervay on the 16th with COMSUBRON 15 embarked
and the USS L. T. MASON (DD-852) in company. During this period
BROOKE crossed the equator and amid che traditional Pomp and Splendor,
Davey Jones held court and initiated a mew gaggle of slimy polliwogs
into the ancient rites and mysteries of the shellback order.

BROOKE roturned to Guam after these operations and remained
inport until 15 February, making preparations for the long voyage
home as the 7 month deployment neared its end. BROOKE and MASON
departed Guanm on the 16th and rendesvoused with TASK GROUP 77.5,
which included the USS ORISKANY (CV-34), the USS PONCHATOULA (A0-148),
the USS BAGLEY (FF-1069), and the USS ROARK (FF-1053).

Task Group 77.5 transited through strong gales and heavy seas
until the time of outchop from 7th flect and inchap to 3rd Flest
as Task Group 37.4 on the 2lst. Daily unreps and & somar tracking
exercise helped to pass the transit.

The early moraing of the 25th found BROOKE and the rest of Task
Group 37.4 making landfall on NI. Waialeale and entering Pearl Harbor
in early atternoon for refueling, cuscoms clearance end smbarkacion
of "Operation Tiger' persounel - the male friends and relatives of
BROOKE personnel ¥ho were able to make the transit back to CONUS.

After one short day in Pearl BROOKE and TC 37.4 were again
underway, this time leaving the Ponchatoula in Hawail and picking
up the USS KILAUEA (AE-26) for the tramsit to San Diego. On the
27t of Bebruary BROOKE and her squadron-mates BAGLEY and ROARK
decached from T¢ 37.4 as Task Unit 37.4.2 with CONDESRON 31 as
CTU 37.4.2. enbarked on BACLEY. Tho morning of March 3rd found
BROOKE and TU 37.4.2 making lendfall on San Clement Island then
steaning proudly fnto homeport after a seven months' deployment.

After a post deployment standdown of four week's duration,
BROOKE was again underway, this time in the SOCAL OPAREAS plane-
guarding for the USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN-65). When detached by
ENTERPRISE, BROOKE procecded to the Naval Weapons Station at
Seal Beach and off-loaded ASW weapons.

The 6¢h of April found BROOKE undervay, independently steaming
in cthe SOCAL OPAREAS and entering San Dicgo for an unexpacted,
Lengthy stay.

What started out as a planned restricted availability uneil
30 June strotchod much longer as a result of a maln engine
casualty. The planned restricted availabilicy ended on 30 June

and repairs extended through an additional month. During July, how-
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After a post deployment standdown of four week's duration,
BROOKE was again underway, this time in the SOCAL OPAREAS plane-
guarding for the USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN-65). When decached by
ENTERPRISE, BROOKE proceeded to the Naval Weapons Station at
Seal Beach and off-loaded ASH weapons.

The 6th of April found BROOKE underway, independently steaming
in the SOCAL OPAREAS and entering 5an Diegs for an unexpected,
Tengehy stay.

What started out as a planned restricted avallability wnell
30 June stretched much longer as a result of a main engine
casualty. The planned restricted availability ended on 30 June

and repairs extended through an addicional month. During July, how-
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[image: image7.png]ever, BROOKE successfully completad o Combat Systems Readiness Test
and completed a Nuclear Heapons Assistance Tean(NWAT) assist in

in preparation for an August Nuclear Technical Proficiency
Inspection (NTPI). On August 3rd main engine repairs were compleced
and BROOKE was ready to Teturn to sea.

While underway in the SOCAL OPAREAS on August 3rd a jammed
throccle casualty was experienced. The fourth, fifth and sixth
of August were dedicated to repairing the jammhed throttle casualty.

Saturday, August 7th found BROOKE steaming out of San Diego,
repairs complete. That afternoon a fire broke out acop 13 Boiler,
sending the crew to Gemeral Quarters and Repadr V into the firerosm.
The fire uas extinguished with no persomnel casvalties resulting.

The perfod 8 August to September Ird was spent inport San Diego
uhise Tepaics vere made to the Fixe damagod tizesoon and o varped
= chest cover. During this time BROOKE successfully passed

Che exhaustive NIPI with sesults above fleac scandsrds: Sea
triate on the twenty-fourth promounced BROOKE fit for duty and the
period 25 September to 4 October was spent inport making ainor
Zepairs and adiustments to sake her fully ready for steaming.

BROOKE served as Anti-submarine Air Controller School Ship
during the period 5-6 October. The seventh of Octaber found the
BROOKE back' inport making hurried preparations to return to sea to
meet planeguard commitments.

October 8, 9 and 10 vere spent plancguarding for the USS RANGER
(GV-61) 1n the SOCAL OPAREAS. A quick trip inport to San Diego vas
followed by a tura sround and late-night independent steaming before
a second planeguard assigament, this time with the UsS CONSTELLATION
(cV-64). During this period a LAMPS SHIF from Helicopter Squadzon
Anei-Submarine, L1ght 33 (HsL-33) embarked for cthe upeoning
READIEX-1-77.

BROOKE spent the afternoon of the 14th and early 15th inport.
The period 15-22 October was spent at sea participating in READIEX
1-77.  BROOKE remained inport from 22 October until the ond of
the year repairing various equipments and preparing for OPPE.

On November 9th due to the wnexpected departure of the
Commanding Officer, the Exscutive OFficer assumed command. 1976
ended with BROOKE plerside at the Naval Station San Diego, eagerly

awaiting 1977 amd proparing for at sea operations, INSURV, OFFE
and deployment.
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