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TIT. SIMARY OF OPERATIONS:

The new year 1978 found BROOKE in her homeport of San Diego, California maki
preparations’ for up-coning Fleet Exercises and various demanding exaninations si

as MIT, OPPE and REFIRA. ~BROOKE, under the comand of COR RAYMOND G. ZELLER faced
an extfenely rigorous schedule that vas met in a most professional mamer, At years
end, BRODKE vas deternined to be fully prepared to neet all tasks assigned to o
ship of var.

In January, BROOKE displayed her true colors during two successful exercises;
COMPTUEX 1-78 and READIEK 2-78. Theso events confronted BROOKE with similated
surface battles. The officers and crew met the challenge of this intensive period
and upon conpletion of the exercises, were lauded for their excellent perfomance.

In early February, BROOKE set sail for San Francisco where the crew was able

to enjoy four outstanding days of liberty. On the 6th of February BRODKE shifted
her colors and steaned for Seal Beach to offload ammmition. While noored to the
amumition pier within the confines of the Naval Ammmition facility in Seal Beach,
the nighty warship BROOKE faced her darkest day. As winds and seas began to
intensify, it becane evident that BROOKE would be in for a rought might. Winds
reached Speeds in excess of 90 knots. BROOKE vas literally picked up and thrown against
the pier. When the weather calned, the damage was assessed. BRODKE's starboard
side was badly disfigured, The detision was nade to drydock her in Long Beach and by
25 May work had been completed, (n the 26th of Nay BROOKE was once again in her
natural enviromment as she Steaned back home o San Diego.
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£or MIT Gibile Tralning Tean Exinations) and 0900 (perationn Propulsion ant
Exaninations) ., These tough, thorough exans evaluate all aspects of the Engincoring
Departnent. including adainistration, naterial and professional perforsance: (O
31'July a1 training had been conclided. and FROOKE vas ndervay for her rodl test;
OPF5. 00 3 fugust the results of the evaluation board wero knom us BROOFE roceived
the grado of "SKTISFACTORY”. She vas the only ship in Destroyer Sauadron THREE ONE
to receive such distinction and the perfomance the Engineets put forth vas simply
outstanding.

During the ponth of Asgust BROOKE <ook part i CMPIUEX 3-78 and FLEETRX 2-78.
ALthough Semanding, these Sxencises proved b0 be very valuble training Lessons.
Once'sgsin, the ekbrcises were comprised of SinuLated Sorbace barEles.

In Septenber EROOKE steaned north to Esquinalt, British Colwibia to participate
in COMBEX MARCOT W.C. 78. This was an allied exercise in which British, Canadian
and Anerican ships operated together. Upon conclusion of this exercise, BROOKE.
was able to spend tine in Bsquinalt, BC and Seattle, Washington. This period of
relaxation was enjoyed by all.

0n 25 September BROOKE left Seattle and sot sail for home. As we departed the
serene northem United States, the crew was aare of BROOKE's rigorous upcoming
challenges. Long hours and hard vork were to bo roquized by all hands and since REFIRA
was right around the comner, we had to buckle down.

0n 16 October the two weeks of Refresher Training comenced. During this

period BRODKE was evaluated a5 to her degree of battle readiness, Nerous

Danage Control, Engincering Casualty Control and Combat System drills were

conducted. Tha hard work 4nd perserverance payed off when the REFTRA evaluation tean
bestowed upan BROOKE & grade of SATISFACTORY. Ve had passed one nore difficult
hurdle.

In Noverber BROOKE participated in READIEX 179 and FIEFTEX 179, oo
16 Decenber BROOKE had Sinished her last exereise for the year and she steaed into
her home port so the crew could enjoy a relaxing holiday period.

1978 was a nost productive year for BROOKE. It was a year in which she con-
pleted overy examination and operational comitment with flying colors. Her fine
perfomance cloarly roflects the hard work and endeavors put forth by a1l hands.
BROKE now had. a new skipper, COR ALAN D. ZABROCKT. CDR RAYMOND G, ZELLER turned
the comn over on 19 Decenber. In his hands CDR ZFLLR left CDR ZABROCKI a surface
combatant that would be well prepared to meet the challenges of her upcoming
WESTRAC 79
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